
WeAreTheSolution
Heb. 10:24

United to Prevent
(watsup!)

Supporting those who have fought, or are fighting,  
the good fight against cancer.

Educating people on how to live an anti-cancer  
lifestyle by eating real food and doing some movement.
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E d i t o r :  B a r o n  r o b i s o n

Fay DeMeyer  - “Small in Stature, Mighty in Faith”

SUBMITTED BY BRENDA FARRIS KICKIN’ 
CANCER CO-FOUNDER

Nine years ago when I was diagnosed with 
breast cancer for the first time, Baron and I 
began the Kickin’ Cancer movement. Baron 
went to the Salem Chamber for the first time 
to spread the message of HOPE we deliver 
in Kickin’ Cancer. Never having been there 
before, and not knowing anybody in the room, 
he wondered what it was he was there to do 
and how he was going to fit into this organization. He was understandably 
a bit nervous. As he entered the door, a strong and vivacious woman 
came right up to him and welcomed him, introduced herself as Fay 
DeMeyer. She had seen the scripture on our Kickin’ Cancer shirt, 
Hebrews 10:24 and reached out stating “Come sit by me!” Before the 
meeting was even finished, the three of us were on the phone setting up 
a time for me to be on her radio show, sharing my message of hope and 
inspiration for others.

That was July of 2018. Since 
then Fay has been an integral 
part of my healing journey, 
offering prayers via phone calls or 
messages and always willing to 
drop what she was doing to listen 
and give encouragement and a 
message of faith and miracles. Fay 
has also played a powerful part 
in the Kickin’ Cancer movement, 

being the foundation’s first president of the board, plus on the front lines 
of many functions and activities to spread the word and help with the 
work move forward. If you had the glorious chance to know Fay, you were 
blessed to be in her presence. When I was re-diagnosed with cancer, she 
was one of the first people I contacted. I knew she would be a pillar of 
strength during my time of need. 

To say that she was a woman of ‘strong faith’ does not convey her love 
of and reliance upon her Lord Jesus Christ. She was always first to jump 
in and give a prayer for anyone seeking it! When cancer returned for a 
third time in my body, she raised her voice in prayer for me, even though 
she was now going through her own cancer journey, I was blessed by her 
words and cherish them always. Being a strong and faith-filled woman, 
she had lived a full and wonder-filled life after a diagnosis of cancer many 
years before. When the cancer showed in her pancreas, she jumped in 
with both feet to tackle it head-on with many modality treatments. 

Serendipitously, I was able to visit her at the Cancer Center in 
Scottsdale AZ when I was passing through while she was having 
treatments.  That was a miracle for both of us! Another time, she was 
driving from Oregon to AZ for more treatments, and passing directly 
through Yuma. I zipped over, and we met briefly for a hug, a moment to 
reflect, and a prayer. Another miracle! I have a quilting business in Yuma 
AZ and my little quilt guild had made this beautiful, bright, and vibrant 
quilt for her. I used the cuddly flannel backing with the words “HOPE” 
scattered across. Needless to say, she was thrilled! It was yet another 

serendipity moment when I learned her radio podcast was called “HOPE” 
and she used my quilt for the backdrop of her show! Seeing her in the 
photos posted of the last days of her dear life, this quilt can be seen in 
many of them – Hope resides! 

Marianne McNally – “An Enduring Legacy” 

SUBMITTED BY ALLISON HANCOCK,  
BREASTFRIENDS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Marianne McNally was an inspiration to everyone who had the privilege 
of knowing her. She became involved with Breast Friends over 11 years 
ago, initially seeking support after her first breast cancer diagnosis. The 
care, understanding, and sense of belonging she found within Breast 
Friends gave her strength during one of the most challenging times of 
her life. This support inspired her to give back and create opportunities 
for others navigating their own breast cancer journeys in the Salem 
community.

Through Marianne’s vision and dedication, Breast Friends expanded its 
reach to Salem, launching a monthly support group in 2014. This group 
quickly became a vital resource for women facing the uncertainties of a 
breast cancer diagnosis. With its warm and welcoming atmosphere, the 
group offered more than just a meeting place; it became a safe haven 
where women could connect, share their experiences, and find comfort 
in knowing they were not alone. Marianne’s commitment went far beyond 
hosting these gatherings—she would even personally pick up women 
who needed help getting to and from the group, ensuring no one missed 
out on the support they needed.

Marianne ensured that the Salem group remained relevant and 
adaptable, meeting the evolving needs of its members. Whether it was 
offering a listening ear, sharing resources, or creating creative ways to 
connect during challenging times—like hosting outdoor rock painting 
classes during the pandemic—
Marianne went above and beyond 
to make sure no one felt isolated.

Even after her diagnosis 
with metastatic breast cancer, 
Marianne remained deeply 
committed to supporting others. 
She continued leading the Salem 
group with incredible strength 
and determination, exemplifying 
resilience and hope. Her passion 
for Breast Friends’ mission was evident at this year’s Luncheon, where 
she shared her own story and highlighted the profound impact of Breast 
Friends’ programs. She spoke about how these programs provide a 
lifeline for women, offering not only emotional and practical support but 
also education and a sense of community at every stage of their journey.

Marianne’s extraordinary compassion, selflessness, and unwavering 
dedication will leave an enduring legacy. She will be missed greatly, but 
her impact will continue to inspire and guide Breast Friends as we strive 
to ensure that no one goes through breast cancer alone.
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Gene Zielinski – “Strong Silent Hero”

SUBMITTED BY AMY RYAN-COURSER, FAMILY FRIEND
I am honored to share about my 

friend Gene Zielinski. As I think 
about the man, the myths that are 
generously shared about him and 
of course the legend as I see him. 
I have been friends with Gene and 
Carol for many years. Carol and 
I were fast friends, with much in 
common having Carol for a friend is 
a gift that I have always cherished, 
though becoming friends with Gene 
was a bit different. He is quiet and 
somewhat reserved. You quickly 
learn through time that he is well 
respected, generous and genuine. 

His  words are true and his heart golden. My husband Jon has always 
referred to him as a gentle giant, a man among men. 

Gene was born in Salem in 1952, the fourth of six boys. He was raised 
in the Gervais area s on the family farm which produced many crops and 
raised a variety of animals over the years. Gene loved driving tractors, 
farm equipment and running irrigation. It makes me smile to think of the 
trouble that they all must have created quite innocently or maybe not 
so innocently knowing all of the Zielinski boys, cousins included. Gene 
graduated as a proud Cougar from Gervais High School in 1970, where 
he was the captain of many sports teams. He was athletic and loved 
sports and fast cars. He chose to attend Pacific University; I get the 
feeling that this might be when he chose to tuck away his letterman’s 
jacket in exchange for filling up his dance card. He graduated with a B.S. 
in 1974. 

Gene began his career with the Oregon Farm Bureau before moving 
onto his chapter with an accomplished career in construction equipment. 
It’s in this next chapter of his life, and the year 2003 that Gene and Carols 
love story began to unfold. Now the story varies depending on which one 
you ask but the thing I find most endearing is that it’s obvious when you 
hear them both share their versions with passion and a heartfelt joy that 
they are madly in love with the other. In 2009 they purchased part of the 
family farming business to develop their property into a Hazelnut farm 
and shop. It’s here they have made their home and business where Gene 
has cultivated each tree from seedlings and starts and minus some tough 
winter ice storms he has managed to create a thriving hazelnut venture. 
It’s their beautiful farm where you will find them playing with their dogs, 
operating the business together and loving every minute of country living. 

In 2012 they purchased a motor home and began traveling. Gene 
unselfishly gave up his career at that time to travel dedicating their time 
to care giving in Ohio for Carol’s mom and dad. They loved sharing 
the journey of experiencing new places and meeting new people. They 
also enjoyed golfing and visiting family and friends. Though they loved 
traveling the Pacific NW Gene had an affinity for Arizona and Reno. Gene 
is a man of few words but extremely knowledgeable on many topics. I 
have always loved our long talks on an array of subjects from politics 
to agriculture to world views. He has a passion for Star Trek and all 
westerns, and he can school anyone on just about every western ever 
made. It’s important to note that John Wayne is his all-time favorite. Over 
the years you could always find Gene at a poker game at the Waconda 
Fire Station swapping stories while he gently rakes in his winnings across 
the table or at the Elks club where he loves to have dinner and catch up 
with old friends or to watch a football game with us. 

In 2020 my friend Gene was diagnosed with Kidney cancer. They 
immediately removed his kidney and the tumor however the cancer had 
metastasized to his lungs and his back. Gene is the strong silent hero 
and his beautiful bride his warrior. Their love for one another and family 
is all encompassing and his heart and fight resilient and strong as 
they continue to shape and write their next chapter. 

Morgan Berg  - “Brings Hope and Support”

SUBMITTED BY MIKKI MEISNER, 
KICKIN’ CANCER – VANCOUVER WA GUIDE

In a heartwarming display of community 
support, Kickin’ Cancer – Vancouver, WA 
recently organized the GoTeamMorgan 
fundraiser to aid Morgan Berg, a woman facing 
terminal stage 4 rectal cancer, in her fight to 
ease financial burdens and secure a brighter 
future for her granddaughter, Aurora. Morgan, 
who had full custody and was actively raising 
Aurora, has been deeply involved in providing 
her granddaughter with a loving home, but 
her diagnosis brought unforeseen challenges, 
especially regarding Aurora’s future and well-
being.

Through the generosity of the community, the fundraiser succeeded 
in helping alleviate some of Morgan’s financial stresses, allowing her to 
focus on her health and spend precious time with Aurora. Importantly, 
the support also helped ensure Aurora to transition safely to her new 

guardians, Morgan’s 
Brother, Jason. A portion 
of the funds raised went 
toward securing a tuba 
for Aurora, supporting 
her musical aspirations 
and giving her a piece of 
continuity during this difficult 
time.

Continuing a cherished 
tradition within Kickin’ 
Cancer – Salem, OR and 

Kickin’ Cancer –Vancouver, WA, both Morgan and Aurora received 
handmade quilts. Baron’s mother lovingly crafted one quilt for Morgan, 
symbolizing warmth and care from the extended community, while 
Aurora received her own unique quilt made by none other than Brenda 
Ferris, whose inspiration started Kickin’ Cancer 6 years ago in Salem 
Oregon. Aurora’s quilt serves as a reminder that she, too, has a network 
of love and support behind her. The GoTeamMorgan fundraiser stands 
as a testament to the compassion and solidarity of the Kickin’ Cancer –
Vancouver, WA community. It exemplifies the incredible impact a unified 
group can have in supporting one of their own, even in the face of life’s 
most challenging trials.

“Help ONE more” 

BY BARON ROBISON, KICKIN’ CANCER CO-FOUNDER
Kickin’ Cancer was formed in Oct. 2018 with the belief that HOPE 

is not a PLAN, but we can provide hope WITH a plan.  Over the past 
6 plus years we have developed out great resources.  We have also 
had the HONOR of supporting numerous people.

 
Sadly, not all of our GoTeams… are still will us.  I want to take a 

moment to remember those who have PASSED, listed by when they 
were a GoTeam…:

2019 Marissa Castro
2020 Becky Olson, Ralph Smith, Jennifer Beaumont
2021 David Gilbert, “Skunk” Starr, Doreen Davidson, Jeff Morrison
2022 Ozzy Brown
2023 Josh Corey, Jason Mowery, Fay DeMeyer
2024 Esther White, Morgan Berg, Marianne McNally


